The newly revamped ARDMS Web site first went live on August 24, 2000. One of our key goals in designing the new ARDMS Web site was to create a Web site that was easy to navigate through. We wanted a Web site design that would allow registrants, applicants, and members of the public with general questions about ARDMS to locate the specific information they wanted, quickly. For this reason, the ARDMS Web site is broken down into subgroups that provide a clear framework for the organization of diverse information on ARDMS. In addition, in case our audience encounters problems in finding the particular information they are looking for, we added a search page to help them zero in on the right information rapidly.
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We also wanted a Web site with a more modern look and feel. So, the ARDMS site allows viewers to view the site in either Flash or regular HTML format. Flash allows for a richly animated environment in a compact size for rapid download and deployment on the World Wide Web.
Another key feature of the new ARDMS Web site is the message board. The message board is available only under the Educator subsite. It provides a central forum in which educators can communicate with one another from anywhere around the world.
Furthermore, we wanted a Web site that could provide our audience with an abundant amount of information about the ARDMS in particular and about ultrasound in general. The ARDMS Web site allows visitors to view the ARDMS Information & Examination Application Booklet, a brochure for patients explaining why it is important to request an ARDMS-certified sonographer for any upcoming ultrasound procedures. The brochure contains information about our exams (including content outlines and practice exams) and links to many other important ultrasound resources.
Having successfully met all of our initial goals for the ARDMS Web site, we are now investigating some possible features that will make the Web site even more useful and convenient for individual registrants.
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Editor's Note. Staying e-Connected will provide Web site and software reviews and information on the innovative use of digital resources in sonography. The format will vary from single reviews to multiple short descriptions. Sonographers may contribute to this symposium by submitting to the editor descriptive narratives and analyses of digital resources. Submissions may range from single paragraphs to multiple pages in length. Selection of material for publication is at the discretion of the editor and editorial board.
Some of the features that ARDMS is considering for the ARDMS Web site include the following:
• Offering registrants the ability to view online their ARDMS registry status, continuing medical education (CME) transcript, and fee payment history. Many registrants call with questions about their registry status and ask whether we have in fact received their registry fee payments. However, most of the calls to ARDMS concern the current status of the registrant's CME credit account, since 30 CMEs (in a 3-year cycle) are required for maintaining active registry status with ARDMS. This feature, once it is up and running, will allow registrants to check on their registrant data any time and as often as they like.
• Accepting payments online. Once this feature is "live," payments for exams and renewal fees may be made over the Internet. This feature could substantially decrease the amount of paperwork and time required to process payments.
• Accepting reapplicants' registration online for the online exam required for a new credential or specialty.
Because each reapplicant's information and documentation have already been reviewed and approved prior to his or her exam, these procedures can be alleviated when he or she registers for additional exams.
• Updating the registrant directory on a constant basis. Currently, the registrant directory is updated once a month. If a registrant's status changes or if a registrant earns a new credential or specialty, the registrant directory does not reflect that change until the next monthly update of the directory. Once the site switches to constant updates of the directory, any changes in registrant data will be made on the Web site as soon as the new information becomes available to ARDMS. Registrants will no longer have to wait for the next update to see their name on the directory.
